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sage, is not excommunicated for the head of the court. He who is 
excommunicated for a patriarch is excommunicated for everyone. 


III:8: Who releases the decree [at M. 3:1D]? Has it not been taught: 
“If one of those who decreed excommunication against a man died, 
they do not release him from the decree”? Said R. Joshua b. Levi, 
“That which you have stated applies when no patriarch is available. 
But if the patriarch is available, the patriarch releases the decree of 
excommunication.” R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Ba bar Mamel: 
“There was the case of one [who had been subjected to a writ of 
communication], and one of those who had done so died, and they did 
not release him.” And did not R. Joshua b. Levi state, “That which you 
have said applies when no patriarch is available. But if the patriarch is 
available, the patriarch releases the decree of excommunication”? But 
you may interpret that which R. Jacob bar Aha said in the name of R. 
Ba bar Mamel to a case in which the one subjected to the decree did 
not repent. R. Jacob bar Abayye in the name of R. Sheshet: “They 
voted in Usha not to decree a decree of excommunication against an 
elder.” 


AND SO TOO: HE WHO SOUGHT ABSOLUTION FROM A SAGE [FOR RELEASE FROM A 


VOW NOT TO GET A HAIRCUT] AND WAS RELEASED. AND THE NAZIRITE [NuM. 
6:5] OR MEsoRA [LeEv. 14:8-9] WHO EMERGES FROM HIS STATE OF 
UNCLEANNESS TO HIS STATE OF CLEANNESS. 


IV:1: And so too: he who sought absolution from a sage [for release 
from a vow to get a haircut] and was released: How shall we interpret 
this case? If he addressed the question prior to the festival, he should 
not get a haircut. If he did not address the question to the sage prior to 
the festival, he [also] should not get a haircut. But this is the case with 
which we deal: He addressed the question to the sage prior to the 
festival, but he did not find grounds for releasing his vow until the 
festival had come. 


IV:2: All those for whom they have ruled that they cut their hair on the 
intermediate days of a festival [M. 3:1] it is permitted [for people in 
these same categories] to get a haircut within thirty days of the 
occurrence of a bereavement [T. Moed. 2:1A-B]. 


IV:3: As to trimming the moustache and cutting the nails, there is a 
Tannaite authority who teaches that on the festival it is permitted to do 
so, but in a time of bereavement it is forbidden. And there is a 
Tannaite authority who teaches that on a festival it is forbidden to do 
so, but on the occasion of a bereavement it is permitted. He who has 
said that on the festival it is permitted to do so speaks of a time at 


